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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U S C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Windle. 

3. For Claim 1 , Windle discloses, as shown in figures 2-7 and as stated in columns 4 
(lines 38 -43), 5 (lines 42 - 49), 6 (lines 1 - 37 and 49 - 58), 7 (lines 22 - 32 and 44 - 67), and 8 
(lines 23 - 28), a composition assist frame (template) selecting method for a digital camera (202) 
that images a subject in a shooting mode selected from a plurality of shooting modes (Landscape, 
Panoramic, Portrait; see column 4, lines 38-43, column 5, lines 42 - 49, and column 6, lines 9 - 
17) and displays a composition assist frame (see figure 7 corresponding to a Portrait Mode) 
selected from a plurality of composition assist frames (see figures 4 - 7) on an image displaying 
device (203) that displays the image of the subject (201) to assist composition, wherein: the 
digital camera (202) extracts at least one composition assist frame that can be selected from the 
plurality of composition assist frames according to the shooting mode (see column 6, lines 9 - 
17). 
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4. As for Claim 2, Windle discloses, as shown in figure 3, the composition assist frame 
(template) selecting method for the digital camera (202) as defined in Claim 1 , wherein the 
plurality of shooting modes (Landscape, Panoramic, Portrait; see column 4, lines 38 - 43, 
column 5, lines 42 - 49, and column 6, lines 9-17) include at least two of an automatic shooting 
mode, a day scenic shooting mode (Landscape template) , a person shooting mode (Portrait 
template) and a night scenic shooting mode. 

5. For Claim 6, Windle discloses, as shown in figures 2-7 and as stated in columns 4 
(lines 38 -43), 5 (lines 42 - 49), 6 (lines 1 - 37 and 49 - 58), 7 (lines 22 - 32 and 44 - 67), and 8 
(lines 23 - 28), a digital camera (202) comprising: 

a shooting mode selecting device (205) that selects a shooting mode from a plurality of 
shooting modes (Landscape, Panoramic, Portrait; see column 4, lines 38-43, column 5, lines 42 
- 49, and column 6, lines 9 - 17); 

an imaging device (202) that images a subject (201) in the shooting mode selected by the 
shooting mode selecting device (205) and outputs image signals; 

an image displaying device (203) that displays the image according to the image signals 
outputted from the imaging device (see figures 2-7); 

a storing device (103/108; see figure 1) that stores data of a plurality of composition 
assist frames (see column 4, lines 38 - 43); 

an extracting device (104; see figure 1 and column 4, lines 38 - 43) that extracts one or 
more composition assist frames (Landscape template, Panoramic template, Portrait template) that 
can be selected from the plurality of composition assist frames according to the shooting mode 
selected by the shooting mode selecting device (see figure 3 and see column 6, lines 9 - 17); 
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a composition assist frame selecting device (104; see figure 1 and column 4, lines 38 - 
43) that selects a composition assist frame from the composition assist frames extracted by the 
extracting device; and 

a composition assist frame displaying device (203) that displays the composition assist 
frame selected by the composition assist frame selecting device on the image displaying device 
displaying the image (see figure 3). 

6. As for Claim 7, Windle discloses, as shown in figure 3, the composition assist frame 
(template) selecting method for the digital camera (202) as defined in Claim 1, wherein the 
plurality of shooting modes (Landscape, Panoramic, Portrait; see column 4, lines 38 -43, 
column 5, lines 42 - 49, and column 6, lines 9-17) include at least two of an automatic shooting 
mode, a day scenic shooting mode (Landscape template) , a person shooting mode (Portrait 
template) and a night scenic shooting mode. 

7. As for Claim 10, Windle discloses, as shown in figure 1 and as stated in column 4 (lines 
25-32), the digital camera (202) as defined in Claim 6, further comprising a storage device 
(image recorder) that stores the image signals outputted from the imaging device (202) in a 
storage medium (output via the output interface 102 such as digital video recorders and/or image 
recording devices). 

8. Claims 3, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Maehama et al. 

9. For Claim 3, Maehama et al. disclose, as shown in figures 1 -5, a composition assist 
frame selecting method for a digital camera that displays a composition assist frame (see figure 3 
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and column 5, lines 37-51) selected from a plurality of composition assist frames (created from 
figures 4 and 5; see column 5, lines 52 - 67, and column 6, lines 1 - 9) on an image displaying 
device (see figures 2 and 3) that displays an image of a subject (imaging region 13) to assist 
composition (composition at least includes light-metering and distance-measurement), wherein: 
the digital camera (see figure 1) has a direction determining device (posture detector 9) that 
determines whether the digital camera is held widthwise or lengthwise (see column 4, lines 45 - 
64); and the digital camera (see figure 1) extracts at least one composition assist frame (either 
figure 4 or 5) that can be selected from the plurality of composition assist frames (created from 
figures 4 and 5; see column 5, lines 52 - 67, and column 6, lines 1 - 9) according to the direction 
of the camera determined by the direction determining device (see column 4, lines 65 - 67, and 
column 5, line 1). 

10. For Claim 11, Maehama et al. disclose, as shown in figures 1 - 5, a digital camera (see 
figure 1 ) comprising: 

an imaging device (image sensor 7) that images a subject and outputs image signals; 

an image displaying device (see figures 3-4) that displays the image according to the 
image signals outputted (imaging region 13) from the imaging device (7); 

a storing device (calculator 4; see column 5, lines 2-9) that stores data of a plurality of 
composition assist frames (calculator 4 stores the composition assist frames shown in figures 4 
and 5 and then selects them according to the result from the posture detector 9; see column 5, 
lines 52 - 67, and column 6, lines 1 - 9); 

a direction determining device (posture detector 9) that determines whether the digital 
camera (see figure 1) is held widthwise or lengthwise; 
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an extracting device (calculator 4) that extracts one or more composition assist frames 
that can be selected from the plurality of composition assist frames according to the direction of 
the camera determined by the direction determining device (see column 5, lines 2-9), 

a composition assist frame selecting device (calculator 4) that selects a composition assist 
frame (either figures 4 or 5) from the composition assist frames extracted by the extracting 
device (calculator 4); and 

a composition assist frame displaying device (see figures 2 and 3) that displays the 
composition assist frame selected by the composition assist frame selecting device on the image 
displaying device displaying the image (see column 4, lines 65 - 67, and column 5, line 1). 

11. As for Claim 12, Maehama et al. do not specifically show a storage device that stores the 
image signals outputted from the imaging device in a storage medium; however, the Examiner 
believes a storage medium for the storing the image signals outputted from the imaging device is 
inherent. It would be impossible to display the images and corresponding composition assist 
frames according to figures 2 and 3 without the image signal passing through a buffer or at least 
a temporary memory, both which correspond to a storage medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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13. Claims 4, 5, 13, 14, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Windle in view of Maehama et al. 

14. For Claim 4, Windle discloses, as shown in figures 2-7 and as stated in columns 4 
(lines 38 -43), 5 (lines 42 - 49), 6 (lines 1 - 37 and 49 - 58), 7 (lines 22 - 32 and 44 - 67), and 8 
(lines 23 - 28), a composition assist frame (template) selecting method for a digital camera (202) 
that images a subject in a shooting mode selected from a plurality of shooting modes (Landscape, 
Panoramic, Portrait; see column 4, lines 38 - 43, column 5, lines 42 - 49, and column 6, lines 9 - 
17) and displays a composition assist frame (see figure 7 corresponding to a Portrait Mode) 
selected from a plurality of composition assist frames (see figures 4 - 7) on an image displaying 
device (203) that displays the image of the subject (201) to assist composition, wherein: the 
digital camera (202) extracts at least one composition assist frame that can be selected from the 
plurality of composition assist frames according to the shooting mode (see column 6, lines 9 - 
17). 

However, Windle do not disclose a method including a direction determining device that 
determines whether the digital camera is held widthwise or lengthwise and wherein an extracting 
device that extracts one or more composition assist frames that can be selected from the plurality 
of composition assist frames according to the direction of the camera determined by the direction 
determining device. 

On the other hand, Maehama et al. also disclose a method including a digital camera 
comprising a plurality of composition assist frames. More specifically, Maehama et al. disclose, 
as shown in figures 1 - 5 and as stated in columns 4 (lines 45 - 67), 5 (lines 1 and 37-67), and 
6 (lines 1 - 9), a digital camera that displays a composition assist frame (see figure 3) selected 
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from a plurality of composition assist frames (created from figures 4 and 5) on an image 
displaying device (see figures 2 and 3) that displays an image of a subject (imaging region 13) to 
assist composition (composition at least includes light-metering and distance- measurement), 
wherein the digital camera (see figure 1) has a direction determining device (posture detector 9) 
that determines whether the digital camera is held widthwise or lengthwise (see column 4, lines 
45 - 64) and the digital camera (see figure 1) extracts at least one composition assist frame 
(either figure 4 or 5) that can be selected from the plurality of composition assist frames (created 
from figures 4 and 5) according to the direction of the camera determined by the direction 
determining device. 

As stated in columns 3 (lines 5-11) and 6 (lines 27 - 38), at the time the invention was 
made, one with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to include a method 
including a camera direction detecting device and an extracting device to extract a composition 
assist frame according the direction result from the detecting device, as taught by Maehama et 
al., in the digital camera method including a plurality composition assist frames, disclosed by 
Windle, as a means to assist in generating an image with high contrast, minimal 
foreground/background interference, and enhanced distance measurement/auto focus accuracy. 
Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary 
skill to include a method including a camera direction detecting device and an extracting device 
to extract a composition assist frame according the direction result from the detecting device, as 
taught by Maehama et al., in the digital camera method including a plurality composition assist 
frames, disclosed by Windle. 
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15. As for Claim 5, Windle discloses, as shown in figure 3, the composition assist frame 
(template) selecting method for the digital camera (202) as defined in Claim 1 , wherein the 
plurality of shooting modes (Landscape, Panoramic, Portrait; see column 4, lines 38-43, 
column 5, lines 42 - 49, and column 6, lines 9-17) include at least two of an automatic shooting 
mode, a day scenic shooting mode (Landscape template) , a person shooting mode (Portrait 
template) and a night scenic shooting mode. 

16. For Claim 13, Windle discloses, as shown in figures 2-7 and as stated in columns 4 
(lines 38 -43), 5 (lines 42 - 49), 6 (lines 1 - 37 and 49 - 58), 7 (lines 22 - 32 and 44 - 67), and 8 
(lines 23 - 28), a digital camera (202) comprising: 

a shooting mode selecting device (205) that selects a shooting mode from a plurality of 
shooting modes (Landscape, Panoramic, Portrait, see column 4, lines 38-43, column 5, lines 42 
- 49, and column 6, lines 9-17); 

an imaging device (202) that images a subject (201) in the shooting mode selected by the 
shooting mode selecting device (205) and outputs image signals; 

an image displaying device (203) that displays the image according to the image signals 
outputted from the imaging device (see figures 2 - 7); 

a storing device (103/108; see figure 1) that stores data of a plurality of composition 
assist frames (see column 4, lines 38 - 43); 

an extracting device (104; see figure 1 and column 4, lines 38 - 43) that extracts one or 
more composition assist frames (Landscape template, Panoramic template, Portrait template) that 
can be selected from the plurality of composition assist frames according to the shooting mode 
selected by the shooting mode selecting device (see figure 3 and see column 6, lines 9 - 17); 
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a composition assist frame selecting device (104; see figure 1 and column 4, lines 38 - 
43) that selects a composition assist frame from the composition assist frames extracted by the 
extracting device; and 

a composition assist frame displaying device (203) that displays the composition assist 
frame selected by the composition assist frame selecting device on the image displaying device 
displaying the image (see figure 3). 

However, Windle do not disclose a direction determining device that determines whether 
the digital camera is held widthwise or lengthwise and wherein an extracting device that extracts 
one or more composition assist frames that can be selected from the plurality of composition 
assist frames according to the direction of the camera determined by the direction determining 
device. 

On the other hand, Maehama et al. also disclose a digital camera comprising a plurality of 
composition assist frames. More specifically, Maehama et al. disclose, as shown in figures 1 - 5 
and as stated in columns 4 (lines 45 - 67), 5 (lines 1 and 37 - 67), and 6 (lines 1 - 9), a digital 
camera that displays a composition assist frame (see figure 3) selected from a plurality of 
composition assist frames (created from figures 4 and 5) on an image displaying device (see 
figures 2 and 3) that displays an image of a subject (imaging region 13) to assist composition 
(composition at least includes light-metering and distance-measurement), wherein the digital 
camera (see figure 1) has a direction determining device (posture detector 9) that determines 
whether the digital camera is held widthwise or lengthwise (see column 4, lines 45 - 64) and the 
digital camera (see figure 1) extracts at least one composition assist frame (either figure 4 or 5) 
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that can be selected from the plurality of composition assist frames (created from figures 4 and 5) 
according to the direction of the camera determined by the direction determining device. 

As stated in columns 3 (lines 5-11) and 6 (lines 27 - 38), at the time the invention was 
made, one with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to include a camera direction 
detecting device and an extracting device to extract a composition assist frame according the 
direction result from the detecting device, as taught by Maehama et al., in the digital camera 
including a plurality composition assist frames, disclosed by Windle, as a means to assist in 
generating an image with high contrast, minimal foreground/background interference, and 
enhanced distance measurement/auto focus accuracy. Therefore, at the time the invention was 
made, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill to include a camera direction 
detecting device and an extracting device to extract a composition assist frame according the 
direction result from the detecting device, as taught by Maehama et al., in the digital camera 
including a plurality composition assist frames, disclosed by Windle. 

17. As for Claim 14, Windle discloses, as shown in figure 3, the composition assist frame 
(template) selecting method for the digital camera (202) as defined in Claim 1, wherein the 
plurality of shooting modes (Landscape, Panoramic, Portrait; see column 4, lines 38-43, 
column 5, lines 42 - 49, and column 6, lines 9-17) include at least two of an automatic shooting 
mode, a day scenic shooting mode (Landscape template) , a person shooting mode (Portrait 
template) and a night scenic shooting mode. 

18. As for Claim 17, Windle discloses, as shown in figure 1 and as stated in column 4 (lines 
25 - 32), the digital camera (202) as defined in Claim 6, further comprising a storage device 
(image recorder) that stores the image signals outputted from the imaging device (202) in a 
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storage medium (output via the output interface 102 such as digital video recorders and/or image 
recording devices). 

19. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Windle in 
view of Kyuma et al. 

20. As for Claim 8, Windle discloses a digital camera comprising a shooting mode selecting 
device that selects a shooting mode from a plurality of shooting modes and a an extracting device 
that extracts one or more composition assist frames that can be selected from the plurality of 
composition assist frames according to the shooting mode selected by the shooting mode 
selecting device. However, Windle does not disclose a luminance determining device that 
determines subject luminance by weighting areas of the image according to the shooting mode 
selected by the shooting mode selecting device, the imaging device controlling exposure 
according to the subject luminance determined by the luminance determining device. 

On the other hand, Kyuma et al. also disclose a digital camera comprising a shooting 
mode selecting device that selects a shooting mode from a plurality of shooting modes. More 
specifically, Kyuma et al. disclose, as shown in figures 3 and 6-8 and as stated in columns 6 
(lines 12 - 28 and 43 - 62), 7 (lines 1 1 - 15), and 10 (lines 7 - 46), a digital camera (see figure 
3) comprising a luminance determining device (Lookup tables 19a, 19b, and 19c and CPU 25) 
that determines subject luminance by weighting areas (see figure 6-8; figure 8 corresponds to a 
landscape photography mode) of the image according to the shooting mode (from among 
plurality of shooting modes; see column 6, lines 43 - 56) selected by the shooting mode selecting 
device, the imaging device controlling exposure according to the subject luminance determined 
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by the luminance determining device (see column 6, lines 57 - 62). As stated in column 2 (lines 
8-35), at the time the invention was made, one with ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to include a luminance determining device that determines subject luminance by 
weighting areas of the image according to the shooting mode, as taught by Kyuma et al., in the 
digital camera, disclosed by Windle, as a means to provide an optimal photographing operation 
correspond to all photographing environments at all times. Therefore, at the time the invention 
was made, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to have included a 
luminance determining device that determines subject luminance by weighting areas of the 
image according to the shooting mode, as taught by Kyuma et al., in the digital camera, disclosed 
by Windle. 

21 . As for Claim 9, Kyuma et al. disclose, as stated in columns 6 (lines 57 - 62) and 9 (lines 
28 - 35), wherein the luminance determining device corrects the subject luminance according to 
the shooting mode selected by the shooting mode selecting device. 

22. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Windle 
in view of Kyuma et al. 

23. As for Claim 15, Windle in view of Maehama et al. teach a digital camera comprising a 
shooting mode selecting device that selects a shooting mode from a plurality of shooting modes 
and a an extracting device that extracts one or more composition assist frames that can be 
selected from the plurality of composition assist frames, at least, according to the shooting mode 
selected by the shooting mode selecting device. However, Windle in view of Maehama et al. do 
not teach a luminance determining device that determines subject luminance by weighting areas 
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of the image according to the shooting mode selected by the shooting mode selecting device, the 
imaging device controlling exposure according to the subject luminance determined by the 
luminance determining device. 

On the other hand, Kyuma et al. also disclose a digital camera comprising a shooting 
mode selecting device that selects a shooting mode from a plurality of shooting modes. More 
specifically, Kyuma et al. disclose, as shown in figures 3 and 6-8 and as stated in columns 6 
(lines 12-28 and 43 - 62), 7 (lines 11-15), and 10 (lines 7 - 46), a digital camera (see figure 
3) comprising a luminance determining device (Lookup tables 19a, 19b, and 19c and CPU 25) 
that determines subject luminance by weighting areas (see figure 6-8; figure 8 corresponds to a 
landscape photography mode) of the image according to the shooting mode (from among 
plurality of shooting modes; see column 6, lines 43 - 56) selected by the shooting mode selecting 
device, the imaging device controlling exposure according to the subject luminance determined 
by the luminance determining device (see column 6, lines 57 - 62). As stated in column 2 (lines 
8-35), at the time the invention was made, one with ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to include a luminance determining device that determines subject luminance by 
weighting areas of the image according to the shooting mode, as taught by Kyuma et al., in the 
digital camera, taught by Windle in view of Maehama et al., as a means to provide an optimal 
photographing operation correspond to all photographing environments at all times. Therefore, 
at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the 
art to have included a luminance determining device that determines subject luminance by 
weighting areas of the image according to the shooting mode, as taught by Kyuma et al., in the 
digital camera, taught by Windle in view of Maehama et al. 
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24. As for Claim 16, Kyuma et al. disclose, as stated in columns 6 (lines 57 - 62) and 9 
(lines 28 - 35), wherein the luminance determining device corrects the subject luminance 
according to the shooting mode selected by the shooting mode selecting device. 



Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the Applicant's 

disclosure. The following is brief description of the cited prior art: 

o US 5,687,408, US 5,873,007 and US 5,732,298 all disclose, in the very least, a camera 
comprising a viewfinder including a display (either electronic or optical) wherein a 
composition assist frame is extracted from among a plurality of composition assist frames 
and shown in the viewfinder. The composition assist frames are manually selected by a 
user, according to preference, rather than according to operation mode of the camera, 
o US 5,499,074 disclose a camera comprising a direction determining device wherein 
detection regions for photometric operations within an image plane are changed to 
correspond with the attitude of the camera as determined by the direction determining 
device. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Justin P Misleh whose telephone number is 703.305.8090. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 AM to 5:30 PM and 
on alternating Fridays from 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R Garber can be reached on 703.305.4929. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703.872.9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




